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The Crocodile's Toothache 

The Crocodile 

Went to the dentist 

And sat down in the chair, 

And the dentist said, "Now tell me, sir, 

Why does it hurt and where?" 

And the Crocodile said, "I'll tell you the truth, 

I have a terrible ache in my tooth," 

And he opened his jaws so wide, so wide, 

Then the dentist, he climbed right inside, 

And the dentist laughed, "Oh isn't this fun?" 

As he pulled the teeth out, one by one. 

And the Crocodile cried, "You're hurting me so! 

Please put down your pliers and let me go." 

But the dentist laughed with a Ho, Ho, Ho, 

And he said, "I still have twelve to go- 

Oops, that's the wrong one, I confess, 

But what's one crocodile's tooth more or less?" 

Then suddenly, the jaws went SNAP, 

And the dentist was gone, right off the map, 

And where he went one could only guess... 

To North or South or East or West... 

He left no forwarding address. 

But what's one dentist, more or less? 

-Shel Silverstein 
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!. After reading the poem, use FIVE of the words in  the box below to summarize what the 

poem is about.  Be sure to use details from the poem. 
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2. Which statement correctly expresses the theme of this poem? 

 

A. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

B. Friendship is golden. 

C. Don’t judge a book by its cover. 

D. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

 

 

3. Choose two details from the poem that illustrate this theme, and explain how they are 

connected to the theme. 
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4. How do authors show themes in a text? 
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5. How do you write an effective narrative? 
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Write a two paragraph narrative in the voice of the dentist, as the dentist responds back to the 

speaker in the poem. Be sure to:  

 Use dialogue and descriptions 

 Act as the dentist would in the experience and events of the poem. 

 Write in a way that is clear and organized that is on task, has a purpose and fits 

the audience.  
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Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
 
PRE-ASSESSMENT  
Constructed Responses 
 
 

1 
Summary should include statement about the crocodile eating the dentist because the 
dentist has inflicted pain on the crocodile. 
 

2 
D 
 

3 
“Then suddenly, the jaws went SNAP.” 
“But what’s one crocodile’s tooth more or less?” 
“And the dentist was gone right off the map.” 
“But what’s one dentist, more or less?” 
 

4 
Authors show themes in text by leaving the reader with a lesson learned by how a 
character responds to challenges. 
 

5 
Authors write an effective narrative using techniques such as dialogue, description, and 
pacing to develop experiences and events and character’s responses. 
 

 
6 (see rubric below) 
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Score 1- Below 
Standard 

2-Approaching Standard 3- Meets Standard 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and 
Organization 

 May lack opening and/or 
closing 

 Generally has opening and/or 
closing  

  Opening and closing 

 Uses Dialogue 

 Attempts to focus 

 May drift or shift focus 

 Single focus 
 

 Single focus 

 Sense of unity and coherence 

 Key ideas developed 

 Attempts organization 

 Few, if any, transitions 
between ideas 

 Ideas loosely connected 

 Transitions evident 

 Logical progression of ideas 

 Moderately fluent 

 Attempts Compositional risks 

 Details lack elaboration, i.e., 
highlight paper 

 Uneven development of details  Details appropriate and varied 

 Acts as the dentist 
Usage  Numerous errors  Some errors that do not interfere 

with meaning  
 Few errors 

Sentence 
Construction 

 Excessive monotony/same 
structure 

 Numerous errors 

 Some variety 

 Generally correct  
 

 Precision and/or sophistication 

 Very few, if any, errors  

Mechanics  Numerous serious errors  No consistent pattern of errors 

 Some errors that do not interfere 
with meaning  

 Few errors 

 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


